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Exclusive Big Cat CD 
FREE with the June issue 

A unique CD compiled exclusively for The Wire by the Big Cat label. 13 tracks that forge the links between dark 
Ambient soundscapes, Deep listening, post-rock, electronic cyber-jazz, holy minimalism and Baroque vocal ecstasies 
Featuring: Paul Sahutze (two tracks), Dirty Three, EAR, Daniel Figgis (two tracks), Harmony Rockets, Thomas Koner, 
Nijiumu (featuring Keiji Haino), Pauline Oliveros, John Thvener, Rands Grier, Henry Purcell 

This CD will be given away free ONLY with the June issue of The Wire 
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Rhys Chatham used to compose droning electronic symphonies for 100 guitars. Now he's 
recording distorted avant funk for Coldcut’s label. Report by Clive Bell 
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Jaki Liebezeit is the alternative funky drummer — the self-styled ‘soft machine’ who generated 
the marathon lock grooves that underpinned Can’s soaring Krautrock. Now he's redefining the 
world of mantra-rhythm with a new group, Club Of Chaos. Interview by Rob Young 
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In this extended edition of our monthly survey 
of sounds from around the planet, David Toop 
reports from the teeming streets, temples and 
concert halls of Lahore, and shares an 
audience with the great Qawwali singer 
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan 
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Nusrat Fateh Ali Kj 
& Michael Brook 
“Night Song” 












Over the last four decades, the career of Ronald Shannon Jackson has intersected with a 
kaleidoscope of black music, from 50s R&B and gospel, through hard bop, free jazz, jazz funk, 
No Wave and harmolodics. Meanwhile, his current group The Decoding Society sounds like a 
psychedelic Texas bar band jamming on Venus. Interview by Ben Watson 
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In the ether high above California, media terrorists Negativland have constructed 
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In March, London's South Bank Centre hosted the multimedia hyper-fest Now You See It. The 
main event was a Hypersymposium, a forum of vanguard musician-theorists brought 
together in order to ponder the imponderable: what will music sound like in the future? 



What follows is a digest of those one and a half hours of debate Many of the 
■questions’ from the floor turned out to be lengthy tirades or staked claims on the title 


deeds to the future, so we’ve tuned them out of this edited/remixed transcript We’re 
left with snapshots, soundbites from a volatile present: embryonic thoughts, reactions, 


Metaphors for future use: nature. . . 



length of vertebrae, when reproduced and played back can get some resonance 
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ACTUELLE 



I 1996 

EVAN PARKER “Electronic Project” (Englandjuva) 

LEE PUI MING ENSEMBLE (Canada) 

TIM BRADY “TheTime Of Drumming” (Quebec) 

THURSTON MOORE “Improv Project''(USA) 

MARIO SCHIANO QUINTET (Uy,England,Germany) 

EUGENE CHADBOURNE / PAUL LOVENS (USA,Germany) 
LOUIS SCLAVIS/ERNST REYSEGER(F*, Holland) 

THE FAR EAST SIDE BAND (USA) 

NEZDHALI (Estonia, Russia, Israel) 

AGON ORCHESTRA (Czech Republic) 

FRANCES-MARIE UITTI (Holland) 

CHRIS BURN (England) 

FLEABOTICS (Quebec,Canada, England,Tuva) 

ELLIOTT SHARP/ZEENA PARKINS (USA) 

DAVID SHEA “Tower of Myriad Mirrors" (USA) 

STEVE COLEMAN and METRICS ( USA) 

+ 8 other concerts 
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Every month we play a musician a series of records 
which they’re asked to identify and comment on — 
with no prior knowledge of what they're about to 
hear. This month it’s the turn of... 


Tested by Mike Bames 

Alongside Steve Reich, Terry Riley, LaNonte Young and others, Philip Glass was one of the 

became known as minimalism. Born in 1937, Glass began studying flute at the Peabody 
Conservatory in his home town of Baltimore while in his teens. From there he studied 
^ composition at the Juilliard School in New York. Further studies under Nadia 

Boulanger and Darius Milhaud followed. A meeting with Ravi Shankar in 1965 


f large-scale orchestral works: the programmatic Itaipu, and Low Symphony, I 

on the music of David Bowie and Brian Eno. The latter was released on Glass 
own Point label, which he formed in 1992. On another level, last year he 
collaborated with Aphex Twin on "Donkey Rhubarb". The Jukebox took place in 





i reconstructed it on synthesizer 












london musicians 9 collective presents its 

Fifth Annual Festival 

of experimental music 

May 24-27 1996 Conway Hall, Red Lion Square, London WC I 

Friday 24 May at 19.30 

♦ Jim O’Rourke & Mari Kimura [usa/japah] 

♦ Robert Normandeau [quebec] 

4 Michel Doneda, Le Quan Ninh & Paul Rogers [france 

♦ Veryan Weston [uk] 

Saturday 25 May at 19.30 

♦ The Journey [uk] featuring Steve Noble,Asian Dub Foundation et al 

4 Erhard Hirt [Germany] 

4 John (drumbo) French [usa] 

4 Joelle Leandre & Paul Rutherford [france/uk] 

Sunday 26 May at 19.30 

4 Evan Parker Trio with Marilyn Crispell [uk/usa] 

4 Voice Crack [switleriand] 

4 Jaap Blonk [holund] 

4 Peter Cusack [ur] 

Bank Holiday Monday 27 May at 19.30 
4 Jaki Liebezeit group: Club Off Chaos [Germany] 

4 Richard Barrett & Mary Oliver [uk/usa] 

4 Haco [iapan] 

4 POLWECHSEL [AUSTRIA] 

4 And on each night a new LMC commission of ROBIN HAYWARD - to be interpreted by Oren Marshall, Dave Powell, Richard Fox and the composer 


4 Workshops & Discussions 4 Record & Publication Stalls 4 Screenings 4 Wheelchair Access 4 Bar & Food 
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Under the hammer: May’s selected CDs and albums 


In this month’s 
reviewsection: 

John Adams • A Fault In 
The Nothing • Afropea 3 
Beastie Boys • Alex Chilton 
Cypher 7 • Disjecta 
Divination • Drain • Electric 
Ladyland II • Roger Eno 
Flying Lizards • Flynn & 
Flora ■ Folds & Rhizomes 
General Strike • Gudrun 
Gut • Peter Hammill 
Herbie Hancock • In 
Memoriam Gilles Deleuze 
Jedi Knights • Bill Laswell 
& Terre Thaemlitz • Loop 
Guru • John Lurie • Magnog 
Moebius & Roedelius 
Music Revelation Ensemble 
Muslimgauze • Nearly God 
Bill Nelson • Network 2 
Orbital • Charlemagne 
Palestine • Evan Parker 
Phluide • Genesis P- 
Orridge • Mark Ramsden 
& Steve Lodder • Ravi 
Shankar • Mark Stewart 
Transglobal Underground 
James Blood Ulmer • Valis 1 
Tom Verlaine • Wall Of 
Pussy plus critical beats 


John Adams 

Violin Concerto/Shaker 



an end-point on a Journey that began 

of such early works as Harmonium and 
Nixon In China to the post-minimalist 
hybridisation of Fearful Symmetries and 
1992’s Chamber Symphony. As with all 
of Adams's work, however, it's a journey 
marked by ambiguity, as the composer 
struggles to reconcile outwardly 



Concerto adheres rigidly to a traditional 
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participants include: scanner 
kodwo eshun nick land 
sadie plant mark sinker 
manuel de landa 

vf 96, Cybernetic Culture Research 
Unit, Social Studies Faculty, 
Warwick University, 


I virtual futures 
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En route as it is in action 
ambient frontier music ... 
celebrating the romance 
of the pioneer 

a 66-minute debut album on CD 
please send a cheque for £10 including p&p 
The Lime Green Yellow Recording Company 
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For back issue enquires before issue 100 pleasecall0171 7343555. 
Issues in/to//cs indicate very few copies remaining. Any back issues 
later than issue 100 not listed here are sold out. 













































“The new Soul Jazz Records offshoot label debuts in fine 
style with this compilation” 

MUSIC WEEK (Doug Carn) 

“Courtesy of the same people who brought us Universal 
Sounds of America, another priceless treasure chest 
unearthed from deep in the US jazz underground.” 

THE INDEPENDENT (Black Jazz) 

“Another splendidly researched compilation this time about 
Black Jazz, a soulful jazz label that flourished briefly in the 
Chicago area in the early 70’s” 

WHATS ON (Black Jazz) 



“I have to say that British Indie labels really have it going on. 
This is brilliant, a very special album.” Touch (Doug Carn) 

“A deeply satisfying double album.” 

STRAIGHT NO CHASER (Doug Carn) 

“Soul Jazz’s offshoot continues to provide the most on it, 
authoritative retrospectives of out there 70’s jazz.” 

MIXMAG (Black Jazz) 

“Black Jazz was an indie label set up by musicians 
themselves and this fine compilation demonstrates a dynamic 
fusion of 70’s jazz.” STRAIGHT NO CHASER (Black Jazz) 



Banda Black Rio released four LP’s in Brasil between 
1977-1980. They were the most successful group to come 
out of the Black Rio movement in Brasil. This movement 
blended elements of traditional Brasilian styles like samba 
with the funk and soul music that was coming out of the USA 
at the time. The best jazz and funk band ever to come out of 
Brasil, Banda Black Rio have been obtaining cult status ever 
since their leader died in 1984 and the group split up. 
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